FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


From The Company That Brought You Pokémon Home Video and Books... 


VIZ ACQUIRES PUBLISHING & 
VIDEO RIGHTS TO HAMTARO 


Plans Wide-Selection of Titles from Japan’s Most Popular Children’s Series 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA — May 7, 2002 — Following its announcements at WonderCon 2002 and 
FanimeCon 2002, Viz Communications, Inc. today revealed further details regarding its upcoming 
launch of Hamtaro (www.hamtaro.com), its newest title line from Japan. Currently one of the top 
licensed character brands in Japan, Hamtaro makes its U.S. debut June 2002 in Cartoon 
Network’s popular TOONAMI block, to be followed by an extensive line of Hamtaro books from 
Viz beginning in August 2002. 


As Japan’s category leader in children's publishing with over 7.5 million books & magazines sold, 
Hamtaro tells the heart-warming story of little hamsters and their big adventures. When ten-year 
old Laura moves to a new town, she’s not the only one who has to make new friends. Her pet 
hamster, Hamtaro, also needs to get used to his new surroundings and find new hamster friends. 
Meet Hamtaro and his gang of hamster pals, known as “The Ham-Hams,” as they join forces to 
help Laura solve various problems and embark on countless adventures. 


“Viz is thrilled to be bringing Hamtaro to English-speaking audiences,” said Sales & Marketing 
Director, Dallas Middaugh. “By combining fun and adventure with the virtues of teamwork and 
friendship, Hamtaro will be loved by both children and adults alike.” 


Viz will also be releasing the anime on home video (VHS and DVD) beginning in October 2002, 
which will feature three episodes per release. With manga, activity books and informational 
guides, Viz’s 2002 Hamtaro publishing plan includes: 


August 2002 

The Official Hamtaro Handbook 

A comprehensive introduction to the series, including character biographies, an episode guide, 
theme song lyrics and the steps for the official Ham-Ham Dance. Plus, a dictionary of the 
language, a family tree, stickers and a Hamtaro comic! 

$11.95, 80 pages 


Hamtaro Punch-Out Activity Book 

Contains fun cardboard buildings and characters for kids to play with, as well as mazes and other 
activities. 

$11.95, 36 pages 


September 2002 

The Official Hamtaro Trading Card Game Guide 

A full color how-to on the official Hamtaro card game, including rules, strategies and more in 3 
books! This box set comes with a slipcover. 

$14.95, box set 


Hamtaro Hamster Care Guide 

This adorable book teaches children how to choose and raise a hamster. Filled with lots of fun 
photos of hamsters in precarious situations! See all the Ham-Hams around the house, around the 
yard, and even in grocery stores! Plus special tips on how to keep your hamster healthy. 

$10.95, 64 pages 


Hamtaro Origami 1 

Now children can make all their favorite Hamtaro characters by folding paper in the traditional 
Japanese art of origami! Includes colorful origami paper imprinted with Hamtaro characters and 
simple, straightforward instructions for beginners.-Preprinted paper and instructions direct readers 
in creating three-dimensional figures of Hamtaro, Pashimina, Bijou, Maxwell, and other Hamtaro 
characters, as well as characters they dream up on their own. 

$9.95, 63 pages 


October 2002 

Hamtaro Board Game Book 

This clever book folds open to create several different game boards and games. It includes six 
game pieces in the shapes of the Ham-Ham hamster bunch! 

$16.95, 14 pages 


Hamtaro Pop-Up Playset 

A fun activity book that folds open to create four settings from the show. It also includes 
cardboard punch-outs of the characters. 

$16.95 


November 2002 

The Adventures of Hamtaro, Vol.1: A Home for Hamtaro and Other Stories 

The first of six books by the original author of Hamtaro, Ritsuko Kawai. Combining story and 
puzzles, with the series’ original artwork. 

$9.95, 78 pages 


The Adventures of Hamtaro Holiday Postcard Book 

The first Hamtaro Postcard Book, containing stickers and various holiday greetings, including 
birthdays and Christmas. Features original artwork by the series’ original artist. 

$7.95, 16 pages 


About Viz . 

Viz Communications, Inc., is the leading U.S. publisher of Japanese animation and comics 
(anime and manga) for English-speaking audiences, serving a growing market of dedicated fans 
of all ages. Founded in 1986, Viz publishes over 20 titles every month including Ranma 1/2, 
Pokémon, Gundam and Dragon Ball Z. Viz also offers an integrated product line of consumer 
entertainment that includes magazines, comics, graphic novels, videos, DVDs and audio 
soundtracks. 


Based in San Francisco, California, Viz is one of the top five comics publishers in the U.S. and is 
a wholly owned subsidiary of Shogakukan, one of Japan's three largest publishers. With some of 
the most innovative products in the industry, Viz has expanded its offerings to its loyal fans 
through web sites such as www.animerica-mag.com, www.pulp-mag.com, www.j-pop.com and its 
corporate site, www.viz.com. 


# # # 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mark Dyce, mdyce@westcottpromo.com, for Viz Communications Inc., 206-676-3800 
Kate Begley, kate@westcottpromo.com, for Viz Communications Inc., 425-641-3899 


